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upon by disaster. In my family, there are 16 
firefighters. My cousins, uncles, and in-laws 
who have dedicated their lives to responding 
to emergencies have set a standard not met 
by many today. 

FEMA, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, has played a key role in assist-
ing Americans in their time of need. Many of 
us can hardly imagine the emotional and 
physical devastation a natural disaster reaps 
upon a community. When we see a news 
story on television or in the paper, we might 
pause and feel sorry for the unknown victims 
who have had their lives ripped apart. But 
then we move on with our daily lives, never 
giving a second thought to what these poor in-
dividuals and families must go through after 
we have moved on. There are notable excep-
tions, of course: the most recent and con-
tinuing efforts to help North Carolina flood vic-
tims; the outpouring of assistance for the vic-
tims of the F–5 tornado that ripped through a 
small town in central Texas called Jarrell in 
1997. 

We have memorials that honor a host of 
wars and conflicts and those men and women 
who sacrificed their lives for these world-
changing events. But there are other individ-
uals, our civil defense and emergency per-
sonnel, who make an equally large contribu-
tion. These honorable citizens deserve to be 
recognized, too, for the day-to-day ‘‘battles’’ 
for which they risk their lives. 

H.R. 348 proposes such a monument to be 
situated upon land owned by FEMA. I think it 
is appropriate and timely that we authorize this 
monument as we head into the 21st century. 
I therefore urge all my colleagues to support 
this bill.
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to my friend and distinguished con-
stituent, Dr. George Rieveschl, Jr., as he re-
ceives the first George Rieveschl Medal for 
Distinguished Service from the Cincinnati Art 
Museum. This important new award will recog-
nize individuals who demonstrate unselfish 
leadership, philantrophy, advocacy and inno-
vation in service to one of America’s premier 
art museums. 

Through Dr. Rieveschl’s leadership, the Mu-
seum has regained its stature throughout the 
nation. His influence has touched all areas of 
the museum—management, governance, 
fundraising, and acquisitions. Dr. Rieveschl’s 
leadership has resulted in such monumental 
achievements as the creation of the Founders 
Society to provide a core group of individual 
support; the capital campaign for gallery ren-
ovations and outreach programs; and the cur-
rent initiative to acquire important art objects 
of Cincinnati collectors as millenium gifts. Dr. 

Rieveschl has led by example, generously as-
sisting the Museum with his own philantrophy. 

Dr. Rieveschl graduated from the Ohio Me-
chanics Institute with a degree in Commercial 
Art in 1933. He received his A.B. with High 
Honors in Chemistry from the University of 
Cincinnati in 1937, and went on to earn his 
M.S. and Ph.D. from U.C. In 1940, he began 
as an Instructor in Chemical Engineering at 
U.C. His loyalty and dedication to U.C. re-
sulted in his selection to be Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the University of Cin-
cinnati Foundation, a position from which he 
retired in 1981. During his career, Dr. 
Rieveschl held scientific research positions 
with Parke, Davis and the Carborundum Com-
pany. Dr. Rieveschl’s laboratory research at 
U.C. resulted in the world’s first effective anti-
histamine—named Benadryl by Dr. 
Rieveschl—which was approved for prescrip-
tion sale in 1946. By the early 1960s, 
Benadryl’s sales rose to $6 million per year. 
Benadryl was approved for over-the-counter 
sale in the 1980s. 

In 1970, he returned to the University of 
Cincinnati to become Vice President for Re-
search and Development and Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Materials, and in 1972 became Vice 
President for Special Projects. The University 
of Cincinnati presented him with an honorary 
Doctor of Science degree in 1956. 

We congratulate Dr. Rieveschl on receiving 
this landmark honor, and are grateful for his 
many important contributions to medicine, to 
the Greater Cincinnati area, and to the Cin-
cinnati Art Museum.
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Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize U.S. Navy Fire Controlman Chief 
(Surface Warfare) Lawrence Eric Evans upon 
his retirement from the United States Navy 
after 24 years of honorable service which will 
occur on the Thirty-First day of October, Nine-
teen Hundred Ninety Nine. 

Chief Evans has been supported in his serv-
ice this great nation by his wife, Michele Karen 
(Gudyka) Evans; his son, Lawrence William 
Evans and his daughter, Lauryn Michele 
Evans. 

Chief Evans was born 28 June 1956 in 
Ruislip, England to 1stLT Larry Earl Evans, 
U.S. Air Force and Ada Mary (Georges) 
Evans. He graduated from Spring Woods Sen-
ior High School in May 1974 and entered Re-
cruit Training Center, Orlando, Florida in Au-
gust 1975 where he remained until October 
1975. He then received basic Fire Control and 
Advanced Systems training from November 
1975 to May 1977. He then served aboard 
U.S.S. Saipan (LHA 2) pre-commissioning 
command from June 1977 to August 1981 as 
Work Center Supervisor of AN/SPS–52B 
RADAR; the ship was commissioned 15 Octo-
ber 1977. 

Chief Evans was discharged from the U.S. 
Navy 15 August 1981. He attended Howard 
College, Big Spring, Texas in the Fall Semes-
ter of 1981 and worked briefly for Sperry Gy-
roscope in Clearwater, Florida from February 
1982 to May 1982. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy Ready Reserves from June 1982 to Oc-
tober 1983 and worked for Vitro Laboratories 
in Washington, D.C. until October 1983. He at-
tended Montgomery College, Rockville, Mary-
land in the Fall Semester 1982 and in the 
Spring Semester 1983. 

Chief Evans re-Enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
(Active) 13 October 1983 and entered the Re-
cruit Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinois in 
October 1983. He received advanced Fire 
Control systems training from January 1984 to 
July 1984. He served aboard U.S.S. Whidbey 
Island (LSD 41) pre-commissioning command 
from August 1984 to November 1988 as Lead-
ing Weapons Petty Officer Navy Close In 
Weapons System; as the Command Ship-
board Non-classified Automated Processing 
(SNAP) Coordinator; and as a Navy Small 
Arms and Weapons Instructor. The ship was 
commissioned 09 February 1985. 

Chief Evans earned an Associate of 
Science degree from Mohegan College, Con-
necticut in May 1987. He was transferred to 
Naval Recruiting District at Richmond, Virginia 
October 1988 to December 1991 and recruited 
84 new Sailors from Culpeper & Fredericks-
burg, Virginia. He then received advanced Fire 
Control systems training from January 1992 to 
August 1992. 

Chief Evans served aboard U.S.S. Supply 
(AOE 6) pre-commissioning command from 09 
September 1992 to August 1996 as Leading 
Weapons Chief NATO SeaSparrow Guided 
Missile System, Close In Weapons System, 
and Target Acquisition System; as the Com-
mand Information Systems Security Officer; 
and as the Command Material Maintenance 
Management (3M) Coordinator. The ship was 
Commissioned 26 February 1994. 

Finally, Chief Evans transferred to Fleet 
Combat Training Center, Dam Neck, Virginia 
from August 1996 to October 1999 as the 
Command LAN Administrator and Leading 
Chief of Information Technologies where he 
ends his career. 

Chief Evans is proud to wear many ribbons 
and medals: Navy ‘‘E’’ (one for each ship on 
which he served); Sea Service; Meritorious 
Unit Commendations; Recruiting; Expedi-
tionary; Humanitarian; and National Defense. 
These are the awards of his teamwork and 
commitment to his commands’ overall mis-
sions. 

Chief Evans has also personally earned 
three commendation letters for recruiting ex-
cellence; a letter of commendation for his 
service aboard the U.S.S. Whidbey Island; 
awards for weapons Marksmanship—most no-
tably expert pistol marksmanship; and finally 
medals for both Achievement and Commenda-
tion for service aboard U.S.S. Supply (AOE 6). 

Chief Evans completes his naval career with 
many happy memories having served with 
honor, upholding his oath: 

I promise to defend the Constitution of the 
United States of America against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; and hold true allegiance 
to the same. 
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